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INTRODUCTION

ale.
*

WHEN A PHYSICIAN treats us for a broken bone, we express
our gratitude. When a lawyer successfully advocates on our
behalf, we express our gratitude. We feel obliged to thank such peo-
ple, despite the absence of any personal relationship with them. It
may have been nothing more than one of their professional obliga-
tions, and yet we are grateful to them, regardless of their motives or
intentions. An Arabic proverb holds that “Man is a slave to favors.”
It is natural for us to feel obliged toward those who benefit us
in some way or another, and there is no denying that the greatest
source of blessing and mercy for the Muslim and for all of mankind
is Muhammad, the beloved Messenger of Allih #. He was sent by
Allah as the Mercy of the Worlds, and was chosen by Him as the
final prophet to guide mankind to His path. The sacrifices he made
are not lost on his Umma, as there are many books and sermons
replete with references to them. Muslims, the most privileged recipi-
ents of this source of mercy, are required to invoke blessings (salat)

on the Messenger of Allih . Therefore, invoking blessings upon
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him is more than just a demand of altruism; it is incumbent upon
us as an expression of our loyalty to him. His favors and generosity
upon us are more than can be enumerated, and as such, we are eter-
nally grateful and indebted to him £ for his efforts in calling human-
ity to the straight path, thereby attaining everlasting felicity.

Unlike praising others, invoking blessings on the Messenger of
Allih # holds great reward for the suppliant. The Messenger #&
said, “Whoever sends one blessing upon me, Allah will send ten
blessings upon him” (Muslim). Therefore, even though we may not
be inherently altruistic, doing this simply for our own benefit is still
highly desirable. Abi Muhammad al-Marjani says, “Your invoking
blessings upon him is, in reality, praying for yourself, since the ben-
efits of it are returning to you” (Al-Qawl al-Badi‘ 83). Sending bless-
ings upon him firmly establishes love for him in one’s heart, causing
it to improve and expand. Love for him is one of the necessary com-
ponents of faith, without which it remains incomplete. The more a
servant remembers him, evokes his presence in his heart, and recalls
his beautiful characteristics and qualities, the more his love and long-
ing for him will grow, until it fills the expanse of his heart. ‘Abdullih
ibn Mas'iid < relates that the Messenger of Allah # said, “The clos-
est to me on the Day of Judgment will be the one who invokes bless-
ings upon me most abundantly” (Tirmidhi). Many other benefits of
sending blessings upon the Prophet & have been explained in the
sacred sources and from the personal experiences of the scholars and
saints. The hadith master Shams al-Din al-Sakhawi (d. 902/1496)
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mentions a number of these benefits in his Al-Qaw! al-Badi* fi ’l-Salat
‘ala "l-Habib al-Shafi* (The Eloquent Word Concerning the Blessings

on the Beloved Intercessor), some of which are provided below:

Allah, His angels, and His Messenger send mercy on the one who invokes
blessings. Such a persons wrongdoings are expiated, his good deeds
increased and purified, and his status elevated. The blessings [them-
selves] seek forgiveness for him and his sins are forgiven. A girat [measure
equivalent to Mount Uhud] of reward is allotted for him. His rewards are
weighed by a perfect scale on the Day of Judgment. For whoever makes it
his complete regimen by day and night, both his worldly and otherworldly
matters are taken care of, and his wrongdoings are wiped away. It is supe-
rior to freeing slaves and a source of protection from turmoil on the Day of
Judgment. The Messenger of Allah #& will testify on his behalf on the Day
of Judgment, and his intercession will be guaranteed for him. He will be
protected from the wrath of Allih, gain a place in the shade of the Throne
of Allah, and the pan of his good deeds will be heavier in the Scale. He
will be honored with presence at the watering place (hawd), protected from
thirst on the Day of Judgment, and will cross the bridge with speed. He
is shown his abode in Paradise before his death, his wealth is increased,
and more than a hundred needs of his are fulfilled. Sending blessings is
the adornment of a gathering. It removes the hardships of poverty, and
the suppliant gains closeness to the Messenger of Allah #. Not only does
the suppliant benefit through this act, but so does his progeny. It provides

assistance against his enemies, purifies the heart from hypocrisy and rust,
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19. O Allih, bless Your servant and Messenger, Muhammad,
as You blessed the family of Ibrahim, and favor Muhammad

and the family of Muhammad as You favored the family of
Ibrahim.

20. O Allah, bless the Unlettered Prophet Muhammad and
the family of Muhammad as You blessed Ibrahim, and favor
the Unlettered Prophet Muhammad as You favored Ibrihim,
for You are truly the Most Praiseworthy and Noble.

21. O Allah, bless Your servant and Messenger, the Unlettered
Prophet Muhammad, and the family of Muhammad. O Allah,
bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, with bless-
ings that are the source of Your pleasure [with him], a reward

for him, and a fulfillment of his rights. Grant him a seat near
You, an excellent and exalted degree, and the worthy station

You have promised him. Grant him a fitting reward on our

behalf, and grant him the best return You have granted any

prophet on behalf of his people or any messenger on behalf of
his nation, and bless all his brethren among the prophets and

righteous, O Most Merciful of the merciful.
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In the name of Allah, Most Beneficent, Most Merciful.

He is Allah besides whom there is no god.

Most Beneficent! Your blessings and peace on the Prophet, the
clear proof.

Most Merciful! Your blessings and peace on the Prophet most
graceful.

Sovereign! Your blessings and peace on the Prophet most pious
and chaste.

Most Holy! Your blessings and peace on the Prophet most
purified.

Giver of Peace! Your blessings and peace on the Prophet, the
haven.

Guardian of Faith! Your blessings and peace on the Prophet
herald of truth.

Protector! Your blessings and peace on the Prophet, the helper.

Almighty! Your blessings and peace on the Prophet most cogent.



NINETY-NINE INVOCATIONS = 61

AN

‘%

\v——
\v~—

S EH T RS
pee G Jo 1125 5 g
w'w“&vbﬁyw
AT R T R
ou\)\@\&w;y?
Sl Bales Jo it
S 0 e 125 2 sp

T
Py Ly

.C"\



